Headquarters of Commander-in-Chief at Kovno
further advanced than was actually the fact. Whether more could have been done here I was not able to ascertain.
The fighting on the Caucas^«fl front did not bring us the relief we had hoped for, as regards Russia.
Owing to the occupation of vast regions in the East, the opening of the Balkan Peninsula and our through communications with Turkey, our economic situation had greatly improved. Rumania had become much more accommodating as regards the delivery of supplies, as she was unable to dispose of her materials elsewhere. The year 1915 ended with a distinct advantage to us. We had strengthened our position for the coming year, but we did not by a long way get everything we could or ought to have expected from the home country.
Our enemies continued to increase their armaments.
In England Kitchener's Army was developing. The greater part of it had, by this time, arrived on the Western Front. The English front had extended southwards and released French troops. Further divisions were being formed in England. Conscription had taken the place of voluntary recruiting. The English Conscription Bill was passed in Parliament in January, 1916. Thus England, the last European power to do so, accepted the standpoint of the universal obligation of every able-bodied man to serve the State under arms, when required to do so by the necessities of war and the duties of citizenship. England did not extend the law to Ireland ; a characteristic touch.
The French Army had kept up its original strength. The Serbian Army was being reorganized. Russia, to make good her losses, had made great inroads on her vast man-power.
The transformation of the peace-time industries of France, England, Japan and America had made decided progress.
The year 1916 was certain to witness some terrific fighting.
In this great drama of historical events operations on the front of the C. in C. in the East, which since November 1914, had been an important and frequently the decisive theatre, receded into the background. The work we now had to do was of a less active kind.
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